
BEND NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDE
WHICH  ARE  THE  BEST  NE IGHBORHOODS  IN  BEND ,  OR ?

Naturally when someone decides to relocate to Bend, OR they want to know 

which neighborhoods are the best or most desirable. It truly depends on your 

budget and your wish list for a home, but our neighborhood guide should help 

you get a feel for which neighborhood will be the best fit for you.
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Bend has 13 neighborhoods, each with its own neighborhood association. Within each 

neighborhood there are numerous subdivisions. Bend is loosely divided into four quadrants - 

NW, SW, NE, and SE. When talking about Bend, you’ll often hear people refer to the west side 

or the east side with Hwy 97 being the dividing line. As of Q4 2018, the average home price in 

Bend was $501,486 and the median home price was $427,000. When considering 

neighborhoods, it’s helpful to know that the median home price in NW Bend is typically 

around 50% higher than Bend’s overall median home price while values in SW Bend are 

around 15% higher. Home values in NE Bend are about 15% lower than the median while SE 

Bend values are about 10% lower.

Bend Housing Overall

East Side vs. West Side
The west side of Bend (particularly NW Bend) is considered a bit trendier and is desirable to 

many people because of its proximity to amenities and outdoor recreation. On the west side 

you’ll find downtown Bend, The Old Mill District, shops and restaurants along Newport Ave. 

and Galveston Ave., COCC, the Deschutes River, and hiking and biking trails, including the 

Phil's Trail Complex. When people vacation in Bend, they typically spend most of their time in 

NW Bend and therefore, consider that to be “Bend.” The climate is a bit different from east side 

to west side. The west side has lots of Ponderosa pine trees because it’s closer to the 

Deschutes National Forest while the east side has more juniper trees and more of a high 

desert feel. The west side also tends to get a bit more snow than the east side. 

 

People are drawn to the east side of town for affordability and because many neighborhoods 

offer larger lots, including some small farms and ranches. Many east side neighborhoods are 

still very close to west side amenities. Truthfully, ask anyone how far it is to something in Bend 

and the answer is always “about 15 minutes.” St. Charles Medical Center is located on the east 

side so it’s a natural fit if you want to be close to medical services. The east side has 

numerous recreational opportunities including the Badlands Wilderness Area, Pilot Butte 

State Park, indoor rock climbing gym, and a couple of indoor trampoline parks. Bend Parks & 

Recreation District manages the large sports complexes, Pine Nursery Park and Big Sky Park, 

and Juniper Swim & Fitness Center, offering group fitness classes and three pools. The east 

side now has several breweries including Worthy Brewing Company and 10 Barrel. The east 

side is also home to Bend Factory Outlets, Bend River Promenade, and The Forum shopping 

center where Costco, Barnes & Noble, Pier 1, Whole Foods, and Old Navy reside.

 

No matter which part of town you decide is right for you, Bend is a wonderful place to live. It 

still has a small town feel but seems to have everything you need in the way of amenities and 

recreation and we think you’ll find that the people are friendly and welcoming. 
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